Crime in Louisiana

Crime statistics in Louisiana reveal a disturbing pattern. T h e~ Fa&tibrialniform Crime
Reports data tracks violent crime —murder, forcible rape, robbery, armed assault —and property
crime —burglary, larceny and motor vehicle theft. While the country saw a 4% decline in overall
crime from 2005 t0 2007,L o ui ssi an a’
crime rate rose 12%. And despite an

Louisiana Index Crimes
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8% drop in violent crime in the state
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the number was already at 58. h
Crime Index Offense Total 4,691.5 4,805.5
Crime Impa ct Source: Crime In Louisiana 2007 Released May 1, 2009

Citizens Besides the obvious impact

to public safety and property that crime creates, fear is another byproduct. Of the East Baton Rouge

Parish residents surveyed by the 2009Bat on Rouge Area Founddl%bisayn’ s Ci
they don’'t feene saff eniwghtkiing tahe®ir nei ghborhood. |
concerned about crime than a year ago. Baton Rouge Chief of Police Jeff LeDuff acknowledges the

city’s recent wuptick i n vi eabidingtitizens aremet atbisk.tteDaf6t e s t
told LPB, ? ®ryfew of thepeople that we have that are victiofssziolent crime in the city of Baton Rouge, do

not have criminal records.w

Businesses A study released in August by researchers from LSU, Tulane and Texas State University

suggests that crime is impacting business in the Crescent City. The two year study analyzing the

return of businesses to New Orleans since

Murder and Non-Negligent 2007 | 2008

Manslaughter Hurricane Katrina, finds that concerns about crime
Bossier-City 2 6 displaced initial concerns about the stability of the
Lafayette 15 10 ci ty’'s | eTheisueswer® taigethby
Monroe 1 11 businesses both reopened and still closed.

New Orleans 209 179 But sometimes perception about crime does
Shreveport 36 27 not reflect reality, creating unwarranted negative

Source:FBI jmpacts. Despite downward trends over the last
nine years in many crime categories, Bat on R o udtesuffers gndattly from perception issues
according to Samuel Sanders, Executive Director oft h e  aRedewalopsnent Alliance. Sanders
says, 7l think that people tend to think a lot more is occurring here in the heart of the city compared to what
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we hear and @ see in our researetitorbesnagazine recently declared greater Baton Rouge the 12th
most violent metropolitan area in the nation, yet crime d i d maké the top ten concerns in the
Baton Rouge Area Chamber’'s ¢itplsidinessee cent survey of

Contributing Factors
Some of the factors that contributet® UD UDEOE7z UwEUDPOI wUUEUDPUUDPEUO
Education The average offender — any offense —in Louisiana enters prison with a fifth-grade
education. A 2008 study conducted by the Louisiana Department of Education of the 2006-07 school
term found that 34.1% of the nearly 190,000 students that annually enroll in public high schools in
Louisiana either dropout, graduate with a GED or something other than a diploma or do not

graduate on time. Truancy has been noted as the number one correlation for criminal behaviors
laterinlife. ,Ri c hey "' J a c ko$therllyuandyiAssessanend Jervice Center (TASC), for
Bossierand We b st er P ar ihsenyourhad parsnts eadecauritable; ihings happen; good things
I E x x La@ $ear the legislature established truancy as five unexcused absences within a semester.
Jackson’' s c e Ktheotgh12aradhs &tsstepopinocess for enforcement. Penalties include
fines up to 250 dollars and possible jail time for the parent. A 2008 study shows that 65% of TASC
children statewide had improved attendance.

Drugs While the Louisiana Department of
Corrections indicates approximately 30% of inmates

Louisiana's Drug Threats
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are incarcerated for drug offenses, the number rises to
nearly 70% when drug-related offenses such as
burglary committed to pay for drugs are factored in.
The Gulf Coast High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area
Task Force identifies cocaine and crack cocaine as the
largest threat to Louisiana at 57%; followed by
pharmaceutical abuse at 31%, marijuana at 10% and
methamphetamines at 2%. The task force indicates
that cocaine use contributed to 76% of violent crime

and 62%of property crime in its four state region of Source: Gulf Coast High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Task Force
Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana and Mississippi.

Firearms Police Chief LWHenyod seeodhugsenryauecemmunity, the next thing is

UOwi EYT wi UOU WD OY O Dehiffsaydeded tanth hisdopartntets evifischtes 6 » w
approximately 100 guns possessed illegally. Firearms were the cause of 4 out of 5 Louisiana

homicides committed in 2006. The Brady Center to Prevent Gun Violence ranks Louisiana at the
bottom of its 2008, Br ady Scfor ecammon sense gun | awsi.l Wezxlbw@(
conflict resolution in our younger generation and the way they solve conflict is by pulling that weapon and
UbOx OQawEDPUET EUT POT wUOi EOwWwUOUOES »

Poverty According to U.S. Census Bureau data, Louis i ana’ s poverty rate 1is
4 percentage pointshi gher t han tWheatnast ivommi’gsue to Louisiana a
Ph.D., with the Crime and Policy Evaluation Research Group at LSU is that ? UT 1 wx UOE Ol OQwOIi u
socioeconomic disadvantageot just an urban problepwe also have rural areas that also experience high

Ol Y1 OU w@kewayhede pPodradriveconomic conditions often spawn illicit economies such

as drug markets. The challenge, Lee says, is for the criminal justice and social service systems to

figure out a way to provide communities the tools that they need to maintain a reasonable standard
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of living and reduce the draw of participation in illegal markets. , Drug markets, in particular can be
verylucraB Y1 wi OUwUT OUI LeerotsuPButpanaddXicHli)idey bré&ase extrdyndangerous.

Domestic Violence A review of the FBI's Supplementary Does crime follow  poverty ?

Homicide Report indicates men killed women at a higher rate in An Atlantic Monthly article notes that
Louisiana than anywhere in the country in 2007. Since the after Memphis, Tennessee began tearing
Department Of Justice has been keeping statistics of women killed =~ down large housing projects and giving

people section 8 housing vouchers to

. . . ) ] move to other neighborhoods, the crime
is particularly troubling to Martha Forbes, with the Capital Area went with them. The article cites that

Family Vi.olence Intervention Center, ? 6 | E mblm@d.lhus that We researchers around the country are
must continue our work to develop safety nets in every community so thaleing the same basic pattern: projects
victims of domestic violence and other crimes against women are coming down in inner cities and crime
x U O U HorBds pofnts out that women face the greatest risk of pushing outward, in many cases
assault when they leave their partner or threaten to report abuse to ~ destabilizing cities or their surrounding
authorities. The solution, Forbes says, involves systems such as law z(a:rf.eas. M::\jtt;lel\{v L:e, IPht.‘D., :{Vlth thf\
. . . . . r
enforcement, education, social services, community and faith-based Ime and rolicy tva u.a .|on t.esearc
L dth di » h Jtalk ab h Group at LSU says criminologists are
organizations and the media working toggether ? €Xalk abOULNOW - now having o rethink 2 nerly 100 year
violence and teacb Ol wY D OOl OEl wEUWE wx OUI O UgpyEokmditiPebrd D OO wlU O w x |
work.! A recent summit hosted by the group, 100 Black Men of
Metropolitan Baton Rouge, gave students an opportunity to do just that. Participants discussed

by men, Louisiana has always ranked in the top five. This statistic

ways to curb violence and truancy among teens. Their input will be incorporated into a media
campaign targeting Baton Rouge’'s 56 thousand youn

Taking the Offensive

Someexamples of how public safety officials are addressidd) PUDE OEz UwEUDOI wUUEUBUU:
Law Enforcement In Shreveport, a focus on the environment that breeds crime is having
significant success accor di ng hdconceptaslthiatef gou &lowi aesrhall He n
nuisance crime to manifest in certain neighborhoods, then the citizens alkwvitotiys to happen. w

Whitehorne x pl ai ns what brekenkvindow theoays? (t hiwa OUWEOOOP wUT E U wl
then maybe you allow the trash in the street then maybe you allow the trash in the street you allow the drug
traffic that takes place yoou allow the drug traffic to take place then maybe you will allow something worse to
also take place in the communitptarted in 2007, Operation Take Back Our Neighborhoods Everday,
(T.B.O.N.E.), partners officers with property standards inspectors to more quickly address blight-

related concerns. Residents are provided individual cell phone numbers for the officers and

inspectors which has fostered relationships that have reduced crime across the city. According to

Whitehorn, Shreveport had a thirty-one year low in overall crime in 2008.

More Cops  To address what a manpower study identified as a 100 officer shortage for

Shreveport' ' s s i GheefWhiteHorn warked withaisy ®fficials to develop Operation

Closed Market. By activating police officers in administrative positions to street duty when needed,

the department can add up to forty additional members to its street force.

Rehabilitation One | arge contributor to crime in Louisi
While Louisiana has the highest incarceration rate in the country, nearly 50% of individuals

released from prison return back behind bars five years later. The Jindal Administration is

expanding pre-release services for state inmates housed in local or parish jails. Jindal cites a similar

Dixon Correctional Institute program that brought the five-year recidivism rate down to 36%.
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Department of Corrections Secretary Jimmy LeBlanc is optimistic about the project, ? (we can reduce
recidivism through these means then we are enhgpeblic safety; reducing crime victims and having to
EUPOEwWOI UUwx UPUOOU wWE O E Galddd @ddrecNondDCert f2€ritia gudd@tddits | 1 wU U
first class from the state’s pilot program. Parti
development, job skills training, and substance abuse treatment prior to their release. LeBlanc is

passionate in his defense of the program, 2( WP EOUwx 1 Ox Ol wOOwWUOET UUUEOE wUT |
Ul EVUET wEUDOI 6 w( Uz Nine®-Gve peteénbotiiepedd thauctni® wofpris@n@ide coming

I 001 WEOEwWxI1 OxOl wOl 1 EwUOwWUOET UUUEOEwWUT EUG6 ws + OEOQwI O
UOT 1T azUl wgodobOT wi 001 weOEwPI1 z Ul wU Uwe&dkiaholt Beingolpiuenw E 1 U U
crime but that needs to lend itself to being smart on how we deal withrifgs]

Related Links
- LA Commission on Law Enforcement and Administration of Criminal Justice http://Icle.la.gov/index.asp

- Office of the Louisiana Attorney General http://www.ag.state.la.us/

- Gulf Coast High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area http://www.gchidta.org/

- U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/index.htm

- Louisiana Department of Corrections http://www.doc.louisiana.gov/

- 100 Black Men of America, Inc. http://www.100blackmen.org/index.asp

- Battered Women Assistance http://www.lasc.org/court managed prog/LPOR/programs.asp

TuneintoLPBtoviewL oui si ana P uiiime o Ldbigianaor e 6 s
Wednesday, October 28" at 7 p.m. on LPB. You can also share your
concerns about crime in your region of the state by visiting
www.lpb.org/publicsquare and clickingo n  tThlleToBs!o | i nk .
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