
Louisiana Index Crimes 
State Totals by Crime Rate 

Offense 2006 20007 

Murder And Non-Negligent 
Manslaughter 

12.4 14.2 
 

Forcible Rape 36.4 32.4 

Robbery 133.6 141.7 

Aggravated Assault 515.4 541.2 

Burglary 1,049.2 1,038.9 

Larceny-Theft 2,579.7 2,683.5 

Motor Vehicle Theft 364.8 353.6 

Crime Index Offense Total 4,691.5 4,805.5 
                          Source: Crime In Louisiana 2007 Released May 1, 2009  

Murder and Non-Negligent 
Manslaughter 

2007 2008 

Bossier-City 2 6 

Lafayette 15 10 

Monroe 1 11 

New Orleans 209 179 

Shreveport 36 27 
Source: FBI 

 

Crime in Louisiana 
 

  

Crime statistics in Louisiana reveal a disturbing pattern. The FBI’s national Uniform Crime 

Reports data tracks violent crime – murder, forcible rape, robbery, armed assault – and property 

crime – burglary, larceny and motor vehicle theft. While the country saw a 4% decline in overall 

crime from 2005 to 2007, Louisiana’s 

crime rate rose 12%. And despite an 

8% drop in violent crime in the state 

last year, nationally, New Orleans 

ranked first in murders per capita.  

While cities such as 

Shreveport and Lafayette saw their 

murder rate decline in 2008, Bossier-

City and Monroe saw increases. And 

while Baton Rouge had 65 homicides 

last year, by September of this year 

the number was already at 58. 
 

Crime Impact 
Citizens   Besides the obvious impact 

to public safety and property that crime creates, fear is another byproduct. Of the East Baton Rouge 

Parish residents surveyed by the 2009 Baton Rouge Area Foundation’s CityStats project, 41% say 

they don’t feel safe walking alone at night in their neighborhood. Nearly 60% say they’re more 

concerned about crime than a year ago. Baton Rouge Chief of Police Jeff LeDuff acknowledges the 

city’s recent uptick in violent crime but notes that most law-abiding citizens are not at risk. LeDuff 

told LPB, Ɂ5ery few of the people that we have that are victims of violent crime in the city of Baton Rouge, do 

not have criminal records.ɂɯ  

Businesses A study released in August by researchers from LSU, Tulane and Texas State University 

suggests that crime is impacting business in the Crescent City. The two year study analyzing the 

return of businesses to New Orleans since 

Hurricane Katrina, finds that concerns about crime 

displaced initial concerns about the stability of the 

city’s levee system. The issues were raised by 

businesses both reopened and still closed.  

But sometimes perception about crime does 

not reflect reality, creating unwarranted negative 

impacts. Despite downward trends over the last 

nine years in many crime categories, Baton Rouge’s mid-city suffers greatly from perception issues 

according to Samuel Sanders, Executive Director of the area’s Redevelopment Alliance. Sanders 

says, ɁI think that people tend to think a lot more is occurring here in the heart of the city compared to what 
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Source: Gulf Coast High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Task Force 

we hear and we see in our research.ɂɯForbes magazine recently declared greater Baton Rouge the 12th 

most violent metropolitan area in the nation, yet crime didn’t make the top ten concerns in the 

Baton Rouge Area Chamber’s most recent survey of existing city businesses.  
 

Contributing Factors 
Some of the factors that contribute to +ÖÜÐÚÐÈÕÈɀÚɯÊÙÐÔÌɯÚÛÈÛÐÚÛÐÊÚȯ 

Education   The average offender – any offense – in Louisiana enters prison with a fifth-grade 

education. A 2008 study conducted by the Louisiana Department of Education of the 2006-07 school 

term found that 34.1% of the nearly 190,000 students that annually enroll in public high schools in 

Louisiana either dropout, graduate with a GED or something other than a diploma or do not 

graduate on time. Truancy has been noted as the number one correlation for criminal behaviors 

later in life.  ‚Richey‛ Jackson, Director of the Truancy Assessment Service Center (TASC), for 

Bossier and Webster Parish notes that ‚When you hold parents accountable; things happen; good things 

ÏÈ××ÌÕȭɂ Last year the legislature established truancy as five unexcused absences within a semester. 

Jackson’s center focuses on K through 12 and has a 6 step process for enforcement. Penalties include 

fines up to 250 dollars and possible jail time for the parent. A 2008 study shows that 65% of TASC 

children statewide had improved attendance.  

Drugs    While the Louisiana Department of 

Corrections indicates approximately 30% of inmates 

are incarcerated for drug offenses, the number rises to 

nearly 70% when drug-related offenses such as 

burglary committed to pay for drugs are factored in. 

The Gulf Coast High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area 

Task Force identifies cocaine and crack cocaine as the 

largest threat to Louisiana at 57%; followed by 

pharmaceutical abuse at 31%, marijuana at 10% and 

methamphetamines at 2%. The task force indicates 

that cocaine use contributed to 76% of violent crime 

and 62%of property crime in its four state region of 

Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana and Mississippi. 

Firearms  Police Chief LeDuff observes, ‚When you see drugs in your community, the next thing is 

ÛÖɯÏÈÝÌɯÎÜÕÚɯÐÕÝÖÓÝÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÈÛɯÈÊÛÐÝÐÛàȭɂɯLeDuff says each month his department confiscates 

approximately 100 guns possessed illegally.  Firearms were the cause of 4 out of 5 Louisiana 

homicides committed in 2006. The Brady Center to Prevent Gun Violence ranks Louisiana at the 

bottom of its 2008 ‚Brady Scorecard‛ for common sense gun laws. According to LeDuff, ‚3ÏÌÙÌɀÚɯÕÖɯ

conflict resolution in our younger generation and the way they solve conflict is by pulling that weapon and 

ÚÐÔ×ÓàɯËÐÚÊÏÈÙÎÐÕÎɯÛÏÈÛɯÙÖÜÕËȭɂ 

Poverty   According to U.S. Census Bureau data, Louisiana’s poverty rate is 17.3%, more than 

4 percentage points higher than the nation’s. What’s unique to Louisiana according to Matthew Lee, 

Ph.D., with the Crime and Policy Evaluation Research Group at LSU is that ɁÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖÉÓÌÔɯÖÍɯ

socioeconomic disadvantage is not just an urban problem; we also have rural areas that also experience high 

ÓÌÝÌÓÚɯÖÍɯ×ÖÝÌÙÛàȭɂ Lee says these poor socioeconomic conditions often spawn illicit economies such 

as drug markets.  The challenge, Lee says, is for the criminal justice and social service systems to 

figure out a way to provide communities the tools that they need to maintain a reasonable standard 
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Does crime follow  poverty ?  
An Atlantic Monthly article notes that 
after Memphis, Tennessee began tearing 
down large housing projects and giving 
people section 8 housing vouchers to 
move to other neighborhoods, the crime 
went with them. The article cites that 

researchers around the country are 
seeing the same basic pattern: projects 
coming down in inner cities and crime 
pushing outward, in many cases 
destabilizing cities or their surrounding 

areas. Matthew Lee, Ph.D., with the 
Crime and Policy Evaluation Research 
Group at LSU says criminologists are 
now having to rethink a nearly 100 year 
old sociological theory.  

of living and reduce the draw of participation in illegal markets. ‚Drug markets, in particular can be 

very lucratÐÝÌɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÖÚÌɯÞÏÖɯÈÙÌɯÐÕÝÖÓÝÌËȮɂɯLee notes, Ɂbut paradoxically they are also extremely dangerous.ɂ  

Domestic Violence   A review of the FBI's Supplementary 

Homicide Report indicates men killed women at a higher rate in 

Louisiana than anywhere in the country in 2007. Since the 

Department Of Justice has been keeping statistics of women killed 

by men, Louisiana has always ranked in the top five. This statistic 

is particularly troubling to Martha Forbes, with the Capital Area 

Family Violence Intervention Center, Ɂ6ÏÈÛɯÐÛɯpoints out is that we 

must continue our work to develop safety nets in every community so that 

victims of domestic violence and other crimes against women are 

×ÙÖÛÌÊÛÌËȭɂɯForbes points out that women face the greatest risk of 

assault when they leave their partner or threaten to report abuse to 

authorities. The solution, Forbes says, involves systems such as law 

enforcement, education, social services, community and faith-based 

organizations and the media working together ɂÛo talk about how 

violence and teacÏÐÕÎɯÝÐÖÓÌÕÊÌɯÈÚɯÈɯ×ÖÛÌÕÛÐÈÓɯÚÖÓÜÛÐÖÕɯÛÖɯ×ÙÖÉÓÌÔÚɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯ

work.‛ A recent summit hosted by the group, 100 Black Men of 

Metropolitan Baton Rouge, gave students an opportunity to do just that. Participants discussed 

ways to curb violence and truancy among teens. Their input will be incorporated into a media 

campaign targeting Baton Rouge’s 56 thousand young people. 
 

Taking the Offensive 
Some examples of how public safety officials are addressing +ÖÜÐÚÐÈÕÈɀÚɯÊÙÐÔÌɯÚÛÈÛÐÚÛÐÊÚȯ 

Law Enforcement   In Shreveport, a focus on the environment that breeds crime is having 

significant success according to Police Chief Henry Whitehorn. ‚The concept is that if you allow a small 

nuisance crime to manifest in certain neighborhoods, then the citizens allow other things to happen.ɂɯ

Whitehorn explains what is known as the ‘broken window theory’, Ɂ(ÍɯàÖÜɯÈÓÓÖÞɯÛÏÈÛɯÉÙÖÒÌÕɯÞÐÕËÖÞɯ

then maybe you allow the trash in the street then maybe you allow the trash in the street you allow the drug 

traffic that takes place if you allow the drug traffic to take place then maybe you will allow something worse to 

also take place in the community.ɂ Started in 2007, Operation Take Back Our Neighborhoods Everday, 

(T.B.O.N.E.), partners officers with property standards inspectors to more quickly address blight-

related concerns. Residents are provided individual cell phone numbers for the officers and 

inspectors which has fostered relationships that have reduced crime across the city. According to 

Whitehorn, Shreveport had a thirty-one year low in overall crime in 2008. 

More Cops    To address what a manpower study identified as a 100 officer shortage for 

Shreveport’s size and land mass, Chief Whitehorn worked with city officials to develop Operation 

Closed Market. By activating police officers in administrative positions to street duty when needed, 

the department can add up to forty additional members to its street force.  

Rehabilitation  One large contributor to crime in Louisiana is the state’s recidivism rate. 

While Louisiana has the highest incarceration rate in the country, nearly 50% of individuals 

released from prison return back behind bars five years later. The Jindal Administration is 

expanding pre-release services for state inmates housed in local or parish jails. Jindal cites a similar 

Dixon Correctional Institute program that brought the five-year recidivism rate down to 36%.  

http://www.theatlantic.com/doc/200807/memphis-crime
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Department of Corrections Secretary Jimmy LeBlanc is optimistic about the project, Ɂ(Í we can reduce 

recidivism through these means then we are enhancing public safety; reducing crime victims and having to 

ÉÜÐÓËɯÓÌÚÚɯ×ÙÐÚÖÕÚɯÈÕËɯÚÖɯÚÈÝÐÕÎɯÔÖÕÌàɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÌȭɂɯ Caddo Correctional Center recently graduated its 

first class from the state’s pilot program. Participants received GED opportunities, values 

development, job skills training, and substance abuse treatment prior to their release.  LeBlanc is 

passionate in his defense of the program, Ɂ(ɯÞÈÕÛɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÛÖɯÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÏÈÛɯÞÌɀÙÌɯËÖÐÕÎɯÐÚɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ

ÙÌËÜÊÌɯÊÙÐÔÌȭɯ(ÛɀÚɯÕÖÛɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÚÖÍÛɯÖÕɯÊÙÐÔÌ. Ninety-five percent of the people that come to prison are coming 

ÏÖÔÌɯÈÕËɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÕÌÌËɯÛÖɯÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËɯÛÏÈÛȭɯȿ+ÖÊÒɯÌÔɯÜ×ɯÈÕËɯÛÏÙÖÞɯÈÞÈàɯÛÏÌɯÒÌàɀɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÌÈÚÐÌÚÛɯÛÏÐÕÎɯÛÖɯËÖɯÉÜÛɯ

ÛÏÌàɀÙÌɯÊÖÔÐÕÎɯÏÖÔÌɯÈÕËɯÞÌɀÙÌɯÛÙàÐÕÎɯÛÖɯËÖɯÈɯÉÌÛÛÌÙɯÑÖÉɯÖÍɯÞÏÖÚÌɯÊÖÔÐÕÎɯÏÖÔÌȭɯWe talk about being tough on 

crime but that needs to lend itself to being smart on how we deal with crime.ɂ  

 
Related Links 
 - LA Commission on Law Enforcement and Administration of Criminal Justice http://lcle.la.gov/index.asp 
- Office of the Louisiana Attorney General  http://www.ag.state.la.us/ 
- Gulf Coast High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area  http://www.gchidta.org/ 
- U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration   http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/index.htm 
- Louisiana Department of Corrections    http://www.doc.louisiana.gov/ 
- 100 Black Men of America, Inc.   http://www.100blackmen.org/index.asp 
- Battered Women Assistance  http://www.lasc.org/court_managed_prog/LPOR/programs.asp 
 

 

 
 

 
Tune into LPB to view Louisiana Public Squareôs ñCrime in Louisianaò 

Wednesday, October 28th at 7 p.m. on LPB. You can also share your 
concerns about crime in your region of the state by visiting 
www.lpb.org/publicsquare and clicking on the ñTalk To Us!ò link.  
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